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National Assembly for Wales 
Cross-Party Housing Group Meeting 

12.30-1.30pm, 4 October 2016 
Room D, Ty Hywel, Cardiff Bay 

        

 
Minutes 

 
 
 

1. Establishing the Cross-Party Housing Group 
 
Mike Hedges AM welcomed colleagues and organisational representatives to the first 
meeting of the Cross-Party group of the fifth Assembly term. MH sought representatives to 
put themselves forward to the role of Cross-Party group Chair and Secretariat respectively. 
MH was nominated by John Puzey and stood unopposed and was confirmed in the role as 
Chair of the group with CIH Cymru continuing as secretariat as no other organisations 
came forward for this role.  
 

 
2. Welcome 

 
JP welcomed everyone to the meeting and provided some background on the work 
previously undertaken by the group and how the agenda is shaped through continued 
engagement with the membership and via the Homes For All Cymru group meeting and 
further emphasised the importance of engaging more broadly going forward.  

 
 

3. Preventative services 
 
JP introduced the topics for the first meeting, outlining that it had been just over a year since 
the implementation of Part 2 of the Housing (Wales) Act 2014. JP reflected on the impact 
following one year of implementation noting that figures indicated a rise in the number of 
people being assessed, and a 60% drop in priority need (JP emphasised that this was due 
to effective alleviation and prevention work), but an overall increase in homelessness. Use 
of bed and breakfast as temporary accommodation had fallen by 45% and the use of interim 
accommodation was down by 9%. JP highlighted the positive steps taken toward greater 
collaboration between partners underpinned by the creation and use of personal housing 
plans.  
 
JP went on to highlight that there appears to be considerable variation across Local 
Authorities where some are achieving around 80% prevention whilst others at the lower end 
of the scale around 40%. JP further highlighted that the duty to take “reasonable steps” was 
enabling LAs to be innovative in finding solutions but noted some remained with traditional 
practice.  
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JP emphasised the role of the £3.6m transitional funding in supporting this ongoing work 
and welcomed the news that Supporting People funding would receive protection for this 
year. JP further emphasised the role that Supporting People, the transitional funding and 
the prevention of homelessness budget in working together to stimulate different types of 
homelessness services.  
 
Auriol Miller further welcomed the protection of the SP budget, highlighting the recent 
publication of the Data Linkage report which reflected the impact SP services have in 
reducing pressure and saving resources within the health sector.  
 
Alicja Zalesinska highlighted the need for more data to build an understanding of the profile 
of people receiving support through the new approach. AZ noted that data around age, 
gender and ethnicity should be broadened out.  
 
Claire Budden reflected on the challenges ahead through the LHA cap, end of the transition 
year funding and continued pressure on accommodation supply and type. Mark Isherwood 
AM noted the importance of demonstrating the impact now as well as the longer-term 
savings.  
 
Clarissa Corbisiero-Peters added to this highlighting the LHA challenges related to 
supported housing and the need for longer-term certainty around the SP budget. Noting the 
importance of utilising any top-up fund carefully. AM added that many of these discussion 
were currently taking place with Welsh Government.  
 
AM noted that the one year data also demonstrated what was missing from the data. JP 
added that more information was needed on people’s outcomes and experiences.  
 

 The discussion that followed the main topic of focus raised the following key points: 
 

 David Melding AM suggested a work plan for the CPG could look at neutral areas for 
consideration. Lee Waters AM suggested a small working group could be established 
to take this forward  

 Bethan Jenkins AM highlighted housing refugees, suggesting this as a topic for a 
future CPG meeting. Adding to this AZ suggested that there was some evidence 
reflecting refugees were not taking-up housing information and advice 

 Mark Isherwood AM highlighted that there had been a variety of responses to the 
approach to housing refugees in North Wales. Jim McKirdle agreed to provide a 
response from LAs in the area 

 MH questioned if Housing Association reclassification would have a negative impact 
on the sector. CCP highlighted the ability of HAs to borrow at favourable rates and 
that reclassification risks increasing regulation. Bethan Jenkins AM shared that the 
First Minister had suggested a statement would be forthcoming   

 Douglas Haig reported that the Residential Landlord Association would be 
responding to the consultation on the proposed changes to Land Transaction Tax 
and welcomed any input from members 

 
 

 
4. Date of next meeting 

 Next meeting to take place late January/ early February.   
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5. AOB 

 Auriol Miller introduced Katie Dalton as Cymorth Cymru’s Interim Director.  

 Mike Hedges AM agreed to feed key points from the discussion to the relevant 
Cabinet Secretary/Ministers for further consideration 

 Matthew Kennedy to work on a draft forward work programme to be agreed by 
members of the CPG 
 

 
 
 

 

 


